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lord, when, after settling that her own little family and her 
sister's should occupy the chaise, she says ; 

" So you must ride 
On horseback after we." 

We hope that the author of these poems is by this time 
convalescent. He has had the disease in a virulent form. 



9. — 1. The School Library ; published under the Sanction of 
the Board of Education of the Slate of Massachusetts. 
Volumes XI. — XIX. Boston : Marsh, Capen, Lyon, 
& Webb. 12mo. 
2. The School Library ; published under the Sanction of 
the Board of Education of the State of Massachusetts. 
Juvenile Series. Volumes III. — XII. Boston : Marsh, 
Capen, Lyon, & Webb. 12mo. 

In a former Number* we explained, and in the present 
have briefly brought again to view, the plan of the Massachu- 
setts Board of Education for supplying the School Districts 
with a Select Library. We endeavoured to show the advan- 
tages that might result from such a work, if well executed ; 
and, after noticing the first ten volumes, we ventured to pre- 
dict, "from the further progress of both series of the School 
Library, a succession of instructive, suggestive, and thought- 
nourishing works, which will do much to cure both young and 
old of the habit of reading merely for pastime, or for appear- 
ance only, and to excite the desire and lay open the field for se- 
rious reflection and diligent study, on many subjects of the 
highest interest and moment." 

Thus far, the result has fully equalled our expectations, and 
we have before us nine volumes of the second decade, and 
twelve volumes of the second or Juvenile series, executed in 
the most substantial manner. 

The very appearance of this Library speaks volumes in its 
favor ; and, as in a crowd of individuals, most of whom are 
dressed gaudily, or primly, or slovenly, we cast the eye with 
satisfaction upon him, whose rich but plain and well-fitting gar- 
ments indicate competence and good taste, so from the crowded 

* See JVorth American Review, Vol. L. pp. 505 et seg. 
VOL. LII. NO. 110. 33 
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shelves of the bookseller we take up one of the handsome but 
plain and strong volumes of this Library, with the assurance 
that, under such a substantial outside, we shall find valuable 
matter. Nor are we disappointed ; the paper is white and 
strong ; the typography clean and distinct ; the engravings 
are well designed and well executed ; the indexes, glossaries, 
&c, full and perfect. 

We have no hesitation in saying, that the work is produced 
in a style altogether superior to any thing of the kind in any 
country . Nor does this apply to the mechanical execution only, 
for there has been a vast amount of labor expended upon the 
editorship of these volumes, which can be appreciated only 
by those who sit down to read them ; and labor such as, we 
believe, has never been bestowed upon any books designed for 
a similar purpose. Indeed, they afford a very striking con- 
trast with the books usually manufactured for our schools, those 
crude productions of crude authors, hastily printed on dirty 
paper, glued between two pieces of pasteboard to a yellow leath- 
ern back, which stubbornly resist the endeavour to open them, 
but, when once opened, as stubbornly refuse ever to be shut 
close, and which must rather create a disgust for literature in 
the minds of the young, who know nothing of it but through 
these unsightly and dog-eared appendages of common schools. 

We have spoken, in an earlier part of this number, of the 
good which such books will do. They should also be wel- 
comed to a large circulation, in view of the evil which they 
will prevent. People have learned to read, and will not rest 
content with the newspapers and the almanacs ; and those, who 
cannot get access to the " garbage of the circulating libra- 
ry," will buy of the book-pedlers, who often pander to vice by 
selling books of an immoral tendency. It is in this view of 
the subject, and with earnest solicitude for the welfare of the 
young, especially in the less populous neighbourhoods, that we 
would zealously promote the foundation and increase of Dis- 
trict School Libraries. The learned and the professional men 
in the country can order their own books from abroad ; the in- 
habitants of the cities can select theirs from the tens of thou- 
sands which crowd the shelves of libraries and booksellers' 
shops ; but the poor youth in the country, — they to whom a 
hundred volumes would be a vast library, — they have a strong 
claim upon their more favored fellows, who, by a little effort, 
can place fountains of instruction and delight within their reach. 
Of all the various plans for promoting intelligence and virtue 
among the people, we know of none more practical in its char- 
acter, or more certain in its results, than this. It is philan- 
thropic, and it is purely democratic ; for it aims at en- 
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lightening and elevating a class who have the least oppor- 
tunity for enlightening themselves. 

We have no space left to enlarge upon the merits of the vol- 
umes issued since our last notice of this series. But this is 
hardly to be regretted for any purposes of recommendation, 
since most of them are the productions of men whose names 
are almost a guaranty for their excellence. 

Volumes XI. and XII. contain Dr. Bigelow's useful and popu- 
lar ' ' Technology, " modified by himself to suit the class of read- 
ers for whom the Library is prepared. The work, in this edition, 
represents the present state of the science, containing a notice 
of all important mechanical improvements of recent date. There 
are about a hundred pages of new matter in the Appendix, be- 
sides numerous additions in the text, and a Glossary and co- 
pious Index to each volume, — the latter very different from 
the meagre index with which the work had before been fur- 
nished. The engravings are nearly all incorporated into the 
text, instead of being placed at the end ; and there are many 
new ones. 

Volume XIII. is " Story on the Constitution," which may 
be considered a new work. It is much more extensive than 
the " Constitutional Class-Book," containing new matter to 
the amount of nearly two hundred pages. It has a valuable 
additional document on the Federal Constitution, and a very 
complete Glossary and Index. 

Volumes XIV. and XV. contain the well known work called 
" Pursuit of Knowledge under Difficulties, " published in Eng- 
land by the " Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge." 
It is edited by President Wayland ; and enriched by Notes, an 
Index, and a Glossary. 

Volume XVI. is the " Farmer's Companion," the last work 
of the late excellent Judge Buel. His " prominent object, in 
presenting the volume to the public, was to aid in the improve- 
ment of American husbandry ; " and ably has he accomplished 
the purpose. This book must be of very great value to the far- 
mer ; and it is accompanied by such explanations, and by so 
full a Glossary, that it is comprehensible by all. 

Volume XVII. is entitled " Great Events by great Histo- 
rians," edited by Dr. Lieber. But, with' all its author's em- 
inence, we own we dislike the plan of the work so much, that 
we have hardly looked at the manner of its execution. 

Volume XVIII. is the " Fire-Side Friend," by Mrs. Phelps, 
much altered and improved. It is based upon her " Lectures 
to Young Ladies," the success of which in the United States, 
in England, and in Scotland, seems a warrant of its merit. 

Volume XIX,, by Edward Everett, is entitled, " Importance 
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of Practical Education and Useful Knowledge." It is made up 
principally from his Orations, Addresses, &c, by selecting all 
that bears upon education. Some parts of it, however, have 
never appeared before ; and it has been adapted to its present 
purpose by the author himself, who dedicates it " to the rising 
generation of the country with ardent wishes for their improve- 
ment, virtue, and happiness." 

The Juvenile Series is composed of the following works, viz. 

Volume I. "Pictures of Early Life," by Mrs. Emma C. 
Embury. 

Volume II. "The Pleasures of Taste"; being selections 
from the writings of Jane Taylor, by Mrs. S. J. Hale. 

Volume III. " Means and Ends," by Miss Sedgwick. 

Volume IV. "Juvenile Budget Opened," a selection from 
the writings of Dr. Aikin. 

Volume V. is entitled " Historic Tales for Youth." It was 
written for the Library by Miss Mary E. Lee. 

Volume VI. on "Things by their Right Names," is made 
up of selections from the writings of Mrs. Barbauld, by Mrs. 
S. J. Hale. 

Volume VII. is a very valuable work, entitled "Scenes in 
Nature," prepared, we believe, by Dr. Webb, from Mrs. Mar- 
cel's excellent and popular work, entitled " Land and Water." 

Volume VIII. "The Juvenile Budget Reopened," contains 
further selections from the works of Dr. Aikin. 

Volume IX. is " Country Rambles," prepared for the Li- 
brary by Mrs. Ellet. 

Volume X. we have not seen, and believe it ha; not issued 
from the binder's hands. 

Volume XI. " Lives of Columbus and Vespucius." 

Volume XII. "Lives of Balboa, Cortez, and Pizarro." 

The last two volumes were written for the series by a lady 
(of Boston, we believe,) who has not chosen to place her name 
upon the title-page, but who is entitled to the assurance, that 
she has conferred a great benefit upon the young, by the care 
and skill with which she has prepared these volumes. 

The pains and fidelity with which the Glossaries, Notes, and 
other explanatory apparatus of these works, have been prepar- 
ed, is worthy of all praise, and constitute a rare merit in their 
execution. 

10. — Grandfather's Chair ; a History for Youth. By Nathan- 
iel Hawthorne, Author of " Twice-told Tales." Bos- 
ton : E. P. Peabody. 18mo. pp. 140. 

The plan and purpose of this little volume are thus sketched 
by the author in his Preface. 



